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On September 15, 2021 a fire broke out at the Atlantic Sapphire land-based salmon project in 
Denmark. This industrial salmon facility is immediately ahead of the Nordic Aquafarms proposal 
in iconic Belfast, Maine in a pipeline of four high-discharge facilities getting rubber stamped by 
Governor Mills over serious opposition.   
 
Newsreels show a sky red with fire while the sea also turned red with iron chloride, a corrosive 
chemical. The police called on the armed forces for support. A press release by the police read: 
 
“People in the affected area should avoid swimming in the Ringkøbingfjord and otherwise avoid 
contact with iron chloride, which can be recognized by the fact that the water is red. The red 
water can be corrosive to the touch.” They ordered any caught fish be destroyed.  Material safety 
data sheets warn: Danger! Causes burns by all exposure routes. Harmful if swallowed. May 
cause liver and kidney damage. May cause adverse reproductive effects based upon animal 
studies. Target Organs: Kidneys, liver, cardiovascular system.  
 
Investors be warned: On July 9, 2021 Atlantic Sapphire lost over 360,000 fish in a mass die-off. 
Earlier in 2021, two mass-die offs occurred at their Florida facility totaling 800,000 fish.  Stock 
value plummeted.  
 
This August, off Acadia National Park, during the height of tourist season, Cooke Aquaculture 
had a mass die-off of 100,000 fish. Eleven days passed after Cooke noticed the problem. 
Newsreels were tightly managed. A company spokesmen blamed “uncommonly low dissolved 
oxygen,” sterilized words for rotting dead fish that might tarnish Maine’s brand. Mill’s DMR 
remained silent for weeks then agreed with Cooke. 
 
With 5 proposals in Maine totaling over 4 billion gallons of effluent a day, these projects are 
hardly “recycling.”  The Clean Water Act and many state laws1 require “best practicable 
technology” that can “eliminate the discharge of pollutants into navigable waters.” Fortunately, 
the industry has now advanced to zero discharge polycultures and Maine’s legislators should 
uphold the law and demand all Maine’s projects are zero effluent, for which, technology is easily 
available at a scale Mainer’s might be more comfortable with.  
 
Combined Maine’s Industrial proposals are estimated to produce 1,870,000 Metric Tones of CO2 
per year, equivalent to adding 406,500 cars to Maine’s roads, representing 15.7 percent of 
Maine’s 2030 GHG target (11.91 (MMTCO2e). Janet Mills committed Maine to zero carbon by 
2045 at the UN. Why is she willing to shift the burden of reduction onto existing residents and 
business? My guess is that her handlers only provide industry talking points. With 5 massive 
industrial aquaculture proposals slated to pump 4 billion gallons a day of effluent into Maine’s 
waters, might we kill the goose that laid the golden egg -- our tourist and lobstering businesses?  
 
https://nord.news/2021/09/16/large-fire-at-salmon-factory-has-created-corrosive-chemical-emissions-2/ 

 
 


